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Current Perspectivess consists of selected articles from the current journal 
literature, focusing on systematic reviews, best practice models, and innovative approaches. Also 
featured are new resources added to the J.W. Crane Memorial Library, as well as selected Internet 
resources. Updated when new material is available. 
 

The following articles, books and internet resources on environment design in long term 
care represent a sampling of available information and a starting place for finding information on 
this topic. To find further resources on this subject, you may wish to search our online catalogue, 
now available online at http://www.umanitoba.ca/libraries/health/deerlodge/

 
From the Journal Literature 
  
Arditi A. Enhancing the visual environment for older and visually impaired persons. 

Alzheimer’s Care Quarterly 2005;6(4):294-299. 
 
Ball J, Haight BK. Creating a multisensory environment for dementia: the goals of a 

Snoezelen room. Journal of Gerontololgical Nursing  2005 Oct;31(10):4-10. 
 
Barnes, S. Space, choice and control, and quality of life in care settings for older people. 

Environment and Behavior 2006;38(5): 589-604. 
 
Beatty S. "Our street": a unique model for the living environment of a long-term facility. 

Canadian Nursing Home Jun 2002;13(2):22-4. 
 
Brawley EC. Environment - a silent partner in caregiving. In: Kaplan M, Hoffman SB 

(Ed.) Behaviors in dementia: best practices for successful management. 
Baltimore: Health Professions Press, 1998:197-108.  

 
Brennan JS, Brancaccio P, Brecanier P. Teresian House--using the environment to 

support cultural change. Journal of Social Work in Long Term Care 2003;2(3-
4):223-231.  

 
Calkins MP. Articulating environmental press in environments for people with dementia. 

Alzheimer’s Care Quarterly Apr/June 2004;5(2):165-172. 
 
Calkins MP. Designing bathing rooms that comfort. Nursing Homes and Long Term 

Care Management Jan 2005;54(1):54-55. 
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Calkins MP. Lighting for older eyes. Nursing Homes and Long Term Care 
Management Nov 2003;52(11):68-69. 

 
Chalfront GE; Rodiek S. Building edge: an ecological approach to research and design of 

environments for people with dementia. Alzheimer’s Care Quarterly 
2005;6(4):341-348. 

 
Chalfont GE. Creating enabling outdoor environments for residents. Nursing and 

Residential Care. 2005 Oct;7(10):454-457.  
 
Chuck AW, Milke DL, Beck Charles HM. Degree of bedroom personalization in 

institutional and homelike settings for persons with dementia: a quantitative 
investigation. Canadian Journal on Aging Winter 2005;24(4):329-337.  

 
Cox H. Multisensory environments for leisure: promoting well-being in nursing home 

residents with dementia. Journal of Gerontological Nursing Feb 2004;30(2):37-
45. 

 
Crews DE. Artificial environments and an aging population: designing for age-related 

functional losses. Journal of Physiological Anthropology Jan 2005;24(1):103-9. 
 

Crews DE, Zavotka S. Aging, disability, and frailty: implications for universal 
design.  Journal of Physiological.Anthropology  Jan 2006;25(1):113-118.  

 
Cutler LJ. Environments for privacy, safety, and movement of persons with dementia: 

maximal privacy + moderate barriers = minimal intrusion. Alzheimers Care 
Quarterly Winter 2002;3(1):50-54. 

 
Danford GS, Seinfeld E. Environmental design: enabling technology for an aging society. 

In: Gutman GM. Technology innovation for an aging society: blending 
research, public and private sectors. Vancouver: Simon Fraser University, 
1998:83-110.  

 

De Lepeleire J, Bouwen A, De Coninck L, Buntinx F. Insufficient lighting in nursing 
homes. Journal of the American Medical Directors Association 2007 
Jun;8(5):314-317.  

 

Degenholtz HB, Miller MJ, Kane RA, Cutler LJ, Kane RL. Developing a typology 
of nursing home environments. Journal of Housing for the Elderly 2006;20(1-
2):5-29.  

 
Dickinson JI, Shroyer JL, Elias JW. The influence of commercial-grade carpet on 

postural sway and balance strategy among older adults. Gerontologist Aug 
2002;42(4):552-9. 
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Environmental innovations in care. Special issue of :Alzheimer’s Care Quarterly. 
October/Dec 2005; 6(4). 

 
Fischer PC. Going green. Long Term Care Dec 2004;17-21. 
 
Fletcher PC, Hirdes JP. Risk factors for accidental injuries within senior citizens’ homes: 

analysis of the Canadian survey on ageing and independence. Journal of 
Gerontological Nursing Feb 2005;31(2):49-59. 

 
Forrest MM.  Best practices. Marrying design/organization and programming to create a 

home and community for Alzheimer's residents. Alzheimer's Care Quarterly Jan-
Mar 2004;5(1):9-12. 

 
Geller JT. Nursing homes: now healing from the outside in. Nursing Homes Long Term 

Care Management 2006 Oct;55(10):32+. 
 
Green M. Using colour to improve care environments. Nursing and Residential Care 

2005 Nov;7(11):510-512. 
 

Hanson M. Why senior facility design should be green. 2007 Nursing Homes 56:8-
9.  

 
Heath Y. Evaluating the effect of therapeutic gardens. American Journal of Alzheimer's 

Disease and Other Dementias Jul-Aug 2004;19(4):239-242. 
 
Hughes JC, Harris D. The environment and dementia: shaping ourselves. Nursing and 

Residential Care. 2004 Aug;6(8):394-398. 
 

Imamoglu C. Assisted living as a new place schema: a comparison with homes and 
nursing homes. Environnment and Behavior. 2007 Mar;39(2):246-268.  

 
Lawton MP. Physical environment of the person with Alzheimer's disease. Aging and 

Mental Health May 2001;5(Suppl 1):S56-S64. 
 
Low LF. The relationship between self-destructive behaviour and nursing home 

environment. Aging and Mental Health Jan 2004;8(1):29-33. 
 
Maben PA. Designing a better bathroom: making bathrooms and toilet rooms safer and 

more comfortable. Nursing Homes and Long Term Care Management Mar 
2003;52(3):24-29,84-85. 

 
McClellan R. Renovating an ugly duckling. Nursing Homes and Long Term Care 

Management. Sep 2004;53(9):68-71. 
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Minns J, Nabhani F, Bamford JS. Can flooring and underlay materials reduce hip 
fractures in older people? Nursing Older People 2004 Jul-Aug;16(5):16-8, 20.  

 
Morgan DG. Physical and social environments of small rural nursing homes: assessing 

supportiveness for residents with dementia. Canadian Journal on Aging Fall 
2003;22(3):283-296. 

 
Noel-Waggoner E. Lighting solutions for contemporary problems of older adults. 

Journal of Psychosocial Nursing and Mental Health Services Jul 
2004;42(7):14-20. 

 
Ontario Long Term Care Association. Long term care design. Special issue of: Long 

Term Care, Vol. 12(1), 2002. 
 
Parker, C, et. al. Quality of life and building design in residential and nursing homes for 

older people. Ageing & Society 2004;24(6):941-962. 
 
Robin Angell C. Applying design and color to healing. Nursing Homes and Long Term 

Care Management Feb 2005;54(2):48-51. 
 
Schwartz B. Effect of design interventions on a dementia care setting. American Journal 

of Alzheimer’s Disease and Other Dementias May-June 2004;19(3):172-176. 
 
Shcweitzer M. Healing spaces: elements of environment design that make an impact on 

health. Journal of Alterative and Supplementary Medicine 2004;10 (Suppl. 
1):S71-83. 

 
Simpson AHRW, Lamb S, Roberts PJ, Gardner TN, Evans JG. Does the type of flooring 

affect the risk of hip fracture? Age and Ageing 2004 May;33(3):242-246.  
 
Sloane PD et. al. The Therapeutic Environment Screening Survey for Nursing Homes 

(TESS-NH): an observational instrument for assessing the physical environment 
of institutional settings for persons with dementia. Journal of Gerontology: 
Social Sciences 2002;57B(2):S69-78. 

 
Zeisel J. Environmental correlates to behavioral health outcomes in Alzheimer’s special 

care units. Gerontologist Oct 2003;43(5):697-711. 
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Books and Videos 
 
 
Antali, J. Health promotion by design in long-term care settings. Concord, Ca.: The 

Center for Health Design, 2006. Available in PDF from: 
http://www.healthdesign.org/research/reports/documents/CHD_LTC_Paper06.pdf

 
Australia. New South Wales Health. Adapting the ward for people with dementia. 

Sydney, Australia: NSW Health, 2003. 
 

Battisto DJ. Environmental influences on aging in place. Ann Arbor, Mich: 
University of Michigan; University of Michigan; 2007.  

 
Brawley EC. Designing for Alzheimer's disease: strategies for creating better care 

environments. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1997.  
 

Brawley, EC. Design innovations for aging and Alzheimer's : creating caring 
environments. Hoboken, N.J. : J. Wiley, 2006. 

 
Canadian Standards Association. Design for aging. (CSA Standard; B659-01). 

Edmonton: Canadian Standards Association, 2001. 
 
Coyte, Peter. Development and assessment of a housing adequacy checklist for elderly 

individuals in receipt of home care. Toronto, ON: Hospital Management 
Research Unit, 2003. 

 
 Curtin, Chris. The environment. Detroit, Michigan: Wayne State University. Institute of 

Gerontology, [200?]. 
  
Design for dementia. London: Hawker Publications, 1998.  
 
Fleming, Richard et al. Adapting the ward for people with dementia. Sydney, AU: NSW 

Department of Health, 2003.  
 
Great Britain. Department of Health. Fit for the future? National required standards for 

residential and nursing homes for older people. London: Department of Health, 
1999. 

 
Harrigan, J, Raiser JM, Raiser P. Senior residences: designing retirement communities 

for the future. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1998.  
 

Health promotion by design in long-term care settings. Concord, CA: Center for 
Health Design; 2006. 
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Institute for Family-Centered Care. Creating a home in nursing homes: perspectives 

from the inside. Bethesda, MD: Institute for Family-centered care, 2002.  
 
Leichsenring, K, Strumpel, C. The use of small housing units for older persons 

suffering from dementia. Vienna: European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and 
Research, 1998. 

  
Pastalan, Leon A, Cowart, Marie E. (eds.). Lifestyles and housing of older adults: the 

Florida experience. New York : Haworth, 1989.  
 

Rodiek S editor. The role of the outdoors in residential environments for aging. 
New York: Haworth Press; 2005. 

 
University of Stirling, Dementia Services Development Centre. Design for dementia: six 

conference papers. Stirling: University of Stirling, 1997.  
 
Weber, DO. Life-enhancing design. San Francisco: Healthcare Forum Journal, [1999?].  
 

Torgrude S. Wayfinding: an important consideration for quality long-term care 
settings. 2006. 

 
Williamson Z. Housing for seniors and the handicapped. Smiths Falls, Ontario: Zane 

Williamson, 1998.  
 
 
On the Web 
 
 
American Institute of Architects. Best practices: Nine insights into designing for an 
aging population. 
http://www.aia.org/SiteObjects/files/BP_18_03_08.pdf
 
American Institute of Architects. 
Design for aging review. 
http://www.aia.org/static/dfa4/home.cfm
 
Alzheimer’s Australia. The use of colour in dementia-specific design 
http://www.alzheimers.org.au/content.cfm?infopageid=1212
 
Center for Aging Services Technologies 
http://www.agingtech.org/index.aspx
The Center for Aging Services Technologies (CAST) is an an international coalition of 
more than 400 technology companies, aging services organizations, research universities, 
and government representatives. 
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Center of Design for an Aging Society 
www.centerofdesign.org
The Center of Design for an Aging Society is dedicated to improving the built 
environment to maximize the abilities of older adults. Features drawings, plans and 
information on the Portland Memory Garden.  
 
Center for Health Design. 
www.healthdesign.org
The Center for Health Design offers a variety of resources for those looking for the latest 
trends in healthcare architecture and design and how using evidence-based design to 
create healing environments can impact patient satisfaction, staff satisfaction, nurse 
retention, medical outcomes, safety, quality, and financial performance. 
 
Dementia Design Info 
www.DementiaDesignInfo.org
This site was crated to help designers, providers, and others interested in crating 
supportive shared residential care settings for people with dementia. 
 
Ideas Institute website 
www.ideasinstitute.org
The mission of the IDEAS institute is to provide solutions that improve the life of older 
adults through research. Research examines the therapeutic potential of the environment - 
physical, social and organizational - as it relates to frail and impaired older adults. 
Website contains articles, some publications, projects and links. 
 
Institute on Aging and the Environment. School of Architecture and Urban Planning, 
University of Wisconsin-Milwuakee. 
www.uwm.edu/Dept/IAE
Funded in 1990 to promote research, scholarship and service concerning environments 
for older persons, particularly those suffering from cognitive impairments. Includes 
publications, links to related sites, and information on consulting services and projects. 
 

SOPRANO stands for "Service-oriented Programmable Smart Environments for 
Older Europeans" and is an Integrated Project in the European Commission's 6th 
Framework Programme (IST Priority 6th Call on Ambient Assisted Living -AAL). The 
SOPRANO project is to develop affordable, smart ICT-based assisted living services 
with interfaces which are easy to use for older people and familiar in their home 
environment. 
http://www.soprano-ip.org
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Simon Fraser University. Gerontology Research Centre. Aging and the Built 
Environment 
http://www.sfu.ca/grc/links_research_themes_built_environment.html
 
Therapeutic Landscapes Database 
http://www.healinglandscapes.org/
The Therapeutic Landscapes Resource Center is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
providing information to the public about restorative landscapes, healing gardens, 
wellness gardens, and other research-based healthcare design 
 
Technology for Long Term Care 
http://www.techforltc.org/ltc.cfm?pageid=153
A website designed to provide healthcare professionals with information on and access to 
products that to improve the quality of life and care for seniors in long-term care settings.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
To inquire about resources on this bibliography, or for 
further information on the J. W. Crane Memorial Library, 
University of Manitoba Health Sciences Libraries, contact 
us at (204) 831-2152, fax (204) 888-1805, e-mail 
dlclibrary@umanitoba.ca, or visit out website at 
http://www.umanitoba.ca/libraries/health/deerlodge
  
Updated February/08 
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