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Current Perspectives 
 in the Literature on 

 Environment Design in Long Term Care 
from the J.W. Crane Memorial Library 

 
 

Current Perspectivess   consists of selected articles from the current journal literature, focusing 

on systematic reviews, best practice models, and innovative approaches. Also featured are new resources 

added to the J.W. Crane Memorial Library, as well as selected Internet resources. Updated when new 

material is available. 

 

If you are able to access University of Manitoba Library electronic resources, you may retrieve articles 

in this list by using the RefShare link below, and then clicking on:  

 
   

 

http://refworks.scholarsportal.info/refshare?site=010541105333200000/191-95-

RWWEB2484235/Environment%20ARCHIVES  

 

Further instructions on using RefShare are available at: 

http://myuminfo.umanitoba.ca/Documents/i3771/RefShare%20Handout.pdf 

 
Journal Articles… 
 
Abig J, Abig D. Environments for aging. From 'nursing home' to 'home': The small house movement. 

Long Term Living 2008 03;57(3):12. 

 

Benbow B. Are facility design standards short-changing LTC residents? Canadian Nursing Home 2008 

10;19(3):19-24. 

 

Boltz M, Menec VH, Blandford AA, McKenzie JL, Capezuti E. Hospital nurses’ perceptions of the 

geriatric care environment in one Canadian health care region. Journal of Nursing Scholarship 

2011;43(2):181-187.  

 

Bossen A. The importance of getting back to nature for people with dementia. Journal of 

Gerontological Nursing 2010 02;36(2):17-22.  

 

Calkins MP. Designing bathing rooms that comfort. Nursing Homes and Long Term Care 

Management 2005;54(1):54-55. 

 

Calkins MP. Evidence-based long term care design. Neurorehabilitation 2009 10;25(3):145-154.  

http://refworks.scholarsportal.info/refshare?site=010541105333200000/191-95-RWWEB2484235/Environment%20ARCHIVES
http://refworks.scholarsportal.info/refshare?site=010541105333200000/191-95-RWWEB2484235/Environment%20ARCHIVES
http://myuminfo.umanitoba.ca/Documents/i3771/RefShare%20Handout.pdf
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Calkins MP. Exploring the cost and value of private versus shared bedrooms in nursing homes. 

Gerontologist 2007;47(2):169-183. 

http://www.ideasinstitute.org/media/Gerontologist_Bedroom_paper.pdf 

 

Capezuti E, Wagner L, Brush BL, Boltz M, Renz S, Secic M. Bed and toilet height as potential 

environmental risk factors. Clinical Nursing Research 2008;17(1):50-66. 

 

Chalfont G. The Dementia Care Garden: Innovation in design and practice... Second of two articles. 

Journal of Dementia Care 2008 Jan-Feb;16(1):18-20. 

 

Chapman NJ, Hazen T, Noell-Waggoner E. Gardens for people with dementia: Increasing access to the 

natural environment for residents with Alzheimer's. Journal of Housing for the Elderly 

2007;21(3-4):249-263. 

 

Chuck AW, Milke DL, Beck CHM. Degree of bedroom personalization in institutional and homelike 

settings for persons with dementia: A quantitative investigation. Canadian Journal on Aging 

2005;24(4):329-337.  

 

Davis S, Byers S, Nay R, Koch S. Guiding design of dementia friendly environments in residential care 

settings: Considering the living experiences. Dementia 2009;8(2):185-203.  

 

De Lepeleire J, Bouwen A, De Coninck L, Buntinx F. Insufficient lighting in nursing homes. Journal of 

the American Medical Directors Association 2007 Jun;8(5):314-317.  

 

Degenholtz HB, Miller MJ, Kane RA, Cutler LJ, Kane RL. Developing a typology of nursing home 

environments. Journal of Housing for the Elderly 2006;20(1-2):5-29.  

 

Dekkers W. Dwelling, house and home: Towards a home-led perspective on dementia care. 

Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy 2011;14(3):291-300.  

 

Deremeik J, Broman AT, Friedman D, et al. Low vision rehabilitation in a nursing home population: 

The SEEING study. Journal of Vision Impairment and Blindness 2007;101(11):701-714. 

 

Detweiler MB, Murphy PF, Myers LC, Kim KY. Does a wander garden influence inappropriate 

behaviors in dementia residents? American Journal of Alzheimer’s Diseases and Other 

Dementias 2008;23(1):31-45. 

 

Dewing J. Caring for people with dementia: Noise and light. Nursing Older People 2009;21(5):34-38.  

 

Edgerton, Edward A. Improving physical environments for dementia care: Making minimal changes for 

maximum effect.  Annals of Long term Care 2010;18(5):43-45 

 

Edvardsson D. Therapeutic environments for older adults: Constituents and meanings. Journal of 

Gerontological Nursing 2008 Jun;34(6):32-40. 

 

Environmental innovations in care. Special issue of: Alzheimer’s Care Quarterly 2005 Oct/Dec;6(4). 

http://www.ideasinstitute.org/media/Gerontologist_Bedroom_paper.pdf
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Ewald C, Gochenour L, Siebenaller R. Dynamic designs: Experts offer advice on seniors housing 

design that improves quality of life for residents and still meets the bottom line. Provider 

2010;36(10):79-80.  

 

Falk H, Wijk H, Persson LO. The effects of refurbishment on residents' quality of life and wellbeing in 

two Swedish residential care facilities. Health & Place 2008;15(3):717-724. 

 

Fleming R, Purandare N. Long-term care for people with dementia: Environmental design guidelines. 

International Psychogeriatrics 2010;22(7):1084-1096.  

 

Freysteinson WM. Assessing the mirrors in long-term care homes: A preliminary study. Journal of 

Gerontololgical Nursing 2010;36(1):34-40. 

 

Gnaedinger, N. Renovating the built environment for dementia care: Lessons learned at the Lodge at 

Broadmead in Victoria, British Columbia. Healthcare Quarterly 2007;10(1):76-80. 

 

Imamoglu C. Assisted living as a new place schema: A comparison with homes and nursing homes. 

Environnment and Behavior 2007 Mar;39(2):246-268.  

 

Jones G, van der Eerden WJ. Designing care environments for persons with Alzheimer's disease: 

Visuoperceptual considerations. Reviews in Clinical Gerontology 2008;18(1):13-37. 

 

Lanza S. Improving the view from the Front Porch. Journal of Dementia Care 2008;16(2):26-30. 

 

Lu Z, Rodiek SD, Shepley MM, Duffy M. Influences of physical environment on corridor walking 

among assisted living residents: Findings from focus group discussions. Journal of Applied 

Gerontology 2011;30(4):463-484. 

 

Marquardt G, Schmieg P. Dementia-friendly architecture: Environments that facilitate wayfinding in 

nursing homes. American Journal of Alzheimer’s Diseases and Other Dementias 

2009;24(4):333-340.  

 

Mazer SE. Turning in to the 'sound' environment. Long-Term Living 2008 Jun;57(6):30. 

 

Missildine K. Sleep and the sleep environment of older adults in acute care settings. Journal of 

Gerontological Nursing 2008 Jun;34(6):15-21. 

 

Moller J. Design primer for the aging eye. Long-Term Living 2008 Jun;57(6):24. 

 

Nolan M, Davies S, Yan T, Keady J. Relationship-centred care and the 'Senses' framework. Journal of 

Dementia Care 2008 Jan-Feb;16(1):26-28. 
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Orange JB, Zecevic A, Klages K, Hobson S. Potential of Snoezelen room multisensory stimulation 

to improve balance in individuals with dementia: A feasibility randomized controlled trial. 

Clinical Rehabilitation 2011;25(7):607-616.  

 

Peck RL. Renovation, the budget-friendly way. Long-Term Living 2008 Jun;57(6):16. 

 

Riemersma-van der Lek RF, Swaab DF, Twisk J, Hol EM, Hoogendijk WJ, Van Someren EJ. Effect of 

bright light and melatonin on cognitive and noncognitive function in elderly residents of group 

care facilities: A randomized controlled trial. Journal of the American Medical Association 

2008 Jun;299(22):2642-2655. 

 

Rissanen S, Hujala A. Organization aesthetics in nursing homes. Journal of Nursing Management 

2011;19(4):439-448.  

 

Robin Angell C. Applying design and color to healing. Nursing Homes and Long Term Care 

Management 2005;54(2):48-51. 

 

Simmons D. Sustainable living in long-term care: For people with dementia/Alzheimer's. 

Educational Gerontology 2011;37(6):526-547.  

 

Sloane PD, Mitchell CM, Weisman G, et al. The Therapeutic Environment Screening Survey for 

Nursing Homes (TESS-NH): An observational instrument for assessing the physical environment 

of institutional settings for persons with dementia. Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 

2002;57B(2):S69-78. 

 

van Hoof J. Environmental interventions and the design of homes for older adults with dementia: An 

overview. American Journal of Alzheimer's Disease and Other Dementias 2010;25(3):202-

232. 

 

Verbeek H, van Rossum E, Zwakhalen SM, Kempen GI, Hamers JP. Small, homelike care environments 

for older people with dementia: A literature review. International Psychogeriatrics 2009 

04;21(2):252-264.  

 

Vickerman J. Assessing the environment to promote continence. Nursing Times 2008;104(11):10-11. 

 

Wiersma EC. The experiences of place: Veterans with dementia making meaning of their environments. 

Health and Place 2008;14(4):779-794. 

 

Wiersma EC, Pedlar A. The nature of relationships in alternative dementia care environments. Canadian 

Journal on Aging 2008 Spring;27(1):101-108. 
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Books and Videos… 
 
Antali J. Health promotion by design in long-term care settings. Concord, CA: Center for Health 

Design; 2006. 

http://www.healthdesign.org/sites/default/files/Health%20Promotion%20by%20Design%20in%2

0LTC%20Settings_0.pdf 

  

Battisto DG. Environmental influences on aging in place [Ph.D. thesis]. Ann Arbor, MI: University of 

Michigan; 2007. 

 

Brawley EC. Design innovations for aging and Alzheimer's: Creating caring environments. Hoboken, 

NJ: J. Wiley; 2006. 

 

Canadian Standards Association. Design for aging (CSA Standard: B659-01). Toronto, ON: Canadian 

Standards Association; 2001. 

 

Chalfont G. Design for nature in dementia care. London, UK; Philadelphia, PA: Jessica Kingsley; 

2008. 

 

Chapin MK. Creating innovative places: Organizational and architectural case studies of the culture 

change movement in long-term care [Ph.D. thesis]. Milwaukee, WI: University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee; 2008.  

 

Coyte P. Development and assessment of a housing adequacy checklist for elderly individuals in 

receipt of home care. Toronto, ON: Hospital Management Research Unit; 2003. 

 

Creating a home in nursing homes: Perspectives from the inside [VHS, 21 min.]. Bethesda, 

MD: Institute for Family-Centered Care; 2002.  

 

Curtin C. Managing difficult behaviors: Part two: The environment. Detroit, MI: Wayne State 

University. Institute of Gerontology; [200?]. 

  
Design for dementia: Six conference papers. Stirling, UK: Dementia Services Development Centre, 

University of Stirling; 1997.  

 

Facilities Guidelines Institute. Guidelines for design and construction of health care facilities. 

2010 ed. Chicago, IL: American Society for Healthcare Engineering of the American Hospital 

Association; 2010.  

 

Feddersen E, Ludtke I. Living for the elderly: A design manual. Basel, Switzerland: Birkhauser; 2009.  

 

Fleming R, Forbes I, Bennett K. Adapting the ward for people with dementia. Sydney, Australia: NSW 

Department of Health; 2003. 

 

http://www.healthdesign.org/sites/default/files/Health%20Promotion%20by%20Design%20in%20LTC%20Settings_0.pdf
http://www.healthdesign.org/sites/default/files/Health%20Promotion%20by%20Design%20in%20LTC%20Settings_0.pdf
http://crane.deerlodge.mb.ca/webcat/request/Action?ClientSession=45f743:100ae9c2dde:-77bf&TemplateProcessID=1001_10031_10008&CMD_(SearchRequest)%5b0%5d=&PromptID=507&ParamID=&POI31_502=KEY_15899&ControlPer=10&ControlLoc=L&KeepSession=1
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Judd S, Marshall M, Phippen P, eds. Design for dementia. London: Journal of Dementia Care; 1998.  

 

Leibrock C, Harris DD. Design details for health: Making the most of design's healing potential. 

2nd ed. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley; 2011.  

 

Marshall M. Designing balconies, roof terraces and roof gardens for people with dementia. 

Stirling, UK: Dementia Services Development Centre, University of Stirling; 2010.  

 

McManus M, McClenaghan C. Hearing, sound and the acoustic environment for people with 

dementia. Stirling, UK: Dementia Services Development Centre, University of Stirling; 2010.  

 

McNair D. Light and lighting design for people with dementia. 2nd ed. Stirling, UK: Dementia 

Services Development Centre, University of Stirling; 2010.  

 

Pollock R. Designing interiors for people with dementia. 2nd rev. ed. Stirling, UK: Dementia Services 

Development Centre, University of Stirling; 2007. 

 

Pollock R. Designing lighting for people with dementia. Stirling, UK: Dementia Services Development 

Centre, University of Stirling; 2007 

 

Rodiek S, ed. The role of the outdoors in residential environments for aging. New York, NY: Haworth 

Press; 2005. 

 

Rosenfeld JP, Chapman W. Home design in an aging world. New York, NY: Fairchild Books; 2008. 

 

Weber DO. Life-enhancing design. San Francisco, CA: Healthcare Forum Journal; [1999?].  

 

Utton D. Designing homes for people with dementia. London, UK: Journal of Dementia Care; 2007. 

 
On the Web… 
 

Alzheimer Knowledge Exchange Resource Centre. Design and dementia 

http://www.akeresourcecentre.org/Design 
The Dementia-Friendly Design Considerations is a series of ‘Knowledge to Practice Recommendations’ related to important 

physical design elements to facilitate the process of persons with dementia and their caregivers to make sense of their 

environment and improve well-being.  

 

American Foundation for the Blind. Creating an accessible environment for older individuals who 

are visually impaired 
http://www.afb.org/Section.asp?SectionID=44&TopicID=188&DocumentID=1417 

 

http://www.akeresourcecentre.org/Design
http://www.afb.org/Section.asp?SectionID=44&TopicID=188&DocumentID=1417
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atDementia. Design and environment 

http://www.atdementia.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=163 

 

Canadian Coalition for Seniors’ Mental Health. Design principles: Supportive physical design 

principles for long-term care settings 
http://www.ccsmh.ca/en/designPrinciples.cfm 

 

Center for Health Design 

http://healthdesign.org 
The Center for Health Design offers a variety of resources for those looking for the latest trends in healthcare architecture and 

design and how using evidence-based design to create healing environments can impact patient satisfaction, staff satisfaction, 

nurse retention, medical outcomes, safety, quality, and financial performance. 

 

Center of Design for an Aging Society 

www.centerofdesign.org 
The Center of Design for an Aging Society is dedicated to improving the built environment to maximize the abilities of older 

adults. This site features drawings, plans and information on the Portland Memory Garden.  

 

IDEAS Institute 

http://www.ideasinstitute.org/ 
The mission of the IDEAS Institute is to provide solutions that improve the life of older adults through research. Research 

examines the therapeutic potential of the environment - physical, social and organizational - as it relates to frail and impaired 

older adults. Website contains numerous articles, some publications, projects and links. 

 

InformeDesign 

http://www.informedesign.umn.edu/Rs.aspx?s=occupants&tId=884 
InformeDesign, a clearinghouse for design and human behavior research, is a close working collaboration between the 

American Society of Interior Designers and the University of Minnesota. 

The mission of InformeDesign is to facilitate designers' use of current, research-based information as a decision-making tool 

in the design process, thereby integrating research and practice. This link will take you to the section on Seniors and the 

Elderly. 

 

Institute on Aging and Environment (School of Architecture and Urban Planning, University of 

Wisconsin-Milwuakee) 

http://www4.uwm.edu/iae/ 
Funded in 1990 to promote research, scholarship and service concerning environments for older persons, particularly those 

suffering from cognitive impairments. Includes publications, links to related sites, and information on consulting services and 

projects. 

 

International Academy for Design & Health 

http://www.designandhealth.com 
The International Academy for Design & Health is a global, interdisciplinary knowledge community dedicated to the 

stimulation and application of research concerning the interaction between design, health, science & culture. 

 

Simon Fraser University Gerontology Research Centre. Aging and the Built Environment 

http://www.sfu.ca/uploads/page/28/GRCpubs_HBE.pdf 
Page includes extensive bibliography on aging and the built environment, July 2008. 
 

http://www.atdementia.org.uk/editorial.asp?page_id=163
http://www.ccsmh.ca/en/designPrinciples.cfm
http://www.healthdesign.org/
http://www.centerofdesign.org/
http://www.ideasinstitute.org/
http://www.informedesign.umn.edu/Rs.aspx?s=occupants&tId=884
http://www4.uwm.edu/iae/
http://www.designandhealth.com/
http://www.sfu.ca/uploads/page/28/GRCpubs_HBE.pdf
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Social Care Institute for Excellence. Dementia Gateway: The Environment 

http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/dementia/environment/index.asp 

 

SOPRANO 
http://www.soprano-ip.org 
Stands for "Service-oriented Programmable Smart Environments for Older Europeans" and is an Integrated Project in the 

European Commission's 6th Framework Programme (IST Priority 6th Call on Ambient Assisted Living -AAL). The 

SOPRANO project is to develop affordable, smart ICT-based assisted living services with interfaces which are easy to use 

for older people and familiar in their home environment. 

 

Technology for Long-Term Care 

http://www.techforltc.org 
A website designed to provide healthcare professionals with information on and access to products that to improve the quality 

of life and care for seniors in long-term care settings.  

 

Therapeutic Landscapes Network 

http://www.healinglandscapes.org/ 
The Therapeutic Landscapes Resource Center is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing information to the public 

about restorative landscapes, healing gardens, wellness gardens, and other research-based healthcare design. 

 

Thomas Pocklington Trust. Design guidance for people with dementia and for people with sight 

loss (Research findings, December 2010, no. 35) 

http://www.pocklington-

trust.org.uk/Resources/Thomas%20Pocklington/Documents/PDF/Research%20Publications/RF35%20d

ementia%20and%20sight%20loss%20design.pdf 

 

Victorian Government Health Information. Dementia-friendly environments: A guide for 

residential care 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/dementia/ 

 

Whole Building Design Guide. Nursing Home 

http://www.wbdg.org/design/nursing_home.php 

 

World Health Design 

http://www.worldhealthdesign.com 
Light, Health and Wellbeing: Implications from chronobiology for architectural design.  

 
 

 

 

To inquire about resources on this bibliography, or for further information on the 

J.W.Crane Memorial Library, contact us at (204) 831-2152, 1-855-220-1522,  

fax (204) 888-1805, e-mail dlclibrary@umanitoba.ca.  
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